VIETNAM

In Vietnam there are 114 distinct people groups.  Following are two of the groups.

Khmer, Central

Introduction / History

The Central Khmer are the remnants of acivilization that once controlled southern
Vietnam. They live along the southwestern border of Vietnam from the TayNinh
province to the Can Tho province, and along the Mekong River. They speak Khmer,
an Eastern Mon-Khmer language.

The Khmer Empire, which flourished between the ninth and thirteenth centuries,
encompassed present-day Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and southern Vietnam. Its
power declined when the Thai and Viethamese conquered the Khmer and restricted
them to the area that now known as Cambodia.

Bombings, civil war, and war with the Vietnamese turned Cambodiainto akilling
field in 1970. At the same time, Vietnam was in civil war. Many of the Khmer in
Vietnam fled their villages to escape the war. Some moved to refugee camps, but
were resettled to "New Economic Zones' at the unification of Vietham in 1975.

What aretheir liveslike?

The Central Khmer have virtually been absorbed into the Viethamese community.
They have intermarried and now share the same religions, customs, and culture. Most
of the Khmer are farmers who grow ricein irrigated paddies. They live in thatch roof,
bamboo houses that are built on stilts.

In the 1970's, most of the Central Khmer were middle-income peasants who owned
enough land and tools to farm successfully without relying on outside labor. There
were very few poor among those living in the Mekong River Delta.



Fish and shellfish from the coastal waters and the plains of the Mekong River are a
major resource for the Central Khmer. It is also the second most important staple
food, after rice. Forestry was once a major industry in the areainhabited by the
Khmer. However, most of the timber has now been used for reconstruction after the
war.

The state now controls transportation, wages, education, medicine, health services,
housing, food, and clothes; all of these goods are rationed. Rural education was badly
disrupted during the war years, and all schools were nationalized after 1975. Twelve
years of schooling are provided free.

More men than women were killed between 1975 and 1979, creating a skewed sex
ratio among the Central Khmer. Today, mostly widows and orphans remain. The
women are now required to perform duties that once belonged to the men.

The Central Khmer have asimple social structure. Each village has its own chief, and
thereis no political structure beyond the village. The village chief isthe link between
the people and the central government. Village leadership is usually divided; the chief
has authority in secular matters, while the Buddhist monk has authority in religious
issues.

Many of the Central Khmer have acquired the language and culture of the
Vietnamese. Traditional Khmer music reflects atie to Indonesia. Folk dancing and the
classical royal ballet are aso popular. However, their own traditions have begun to
fade as they have become more assimilated into Vietnamese culture.

What are their beliefs?

The former Khmer Empire was influenced by India, from which it adopted Hinduism
and Buddhism. Today, the mgority of the Central Khmer in Vietham are Buddhist.
However, relics of ethnic religions such as ancestor worship (praying to deceased
ancestors for guidance) and spirit worship are still important.

Due to Buddhist influence, the Khmer also seek the middle path to nirvana, or
ultimate peace through gaining "merit" in thislife. Merit may be gained through
supporting the construction of Buddhist temples, giving food to monks, and studying
in the monastery. Peasant boys often became monks in order to gain an education in
the monasteries.

What are their needs?

The Central Khmer need emotional healing from horrors of war. Thiswill only come
when they meet Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Christian laborers, additional evangelistic
tools, and intercession for the Central Khmer are all desperately needed.

Prayer Points



* Ask the Lord to call people to go to Vietnam and share Christ with the Central
Khmer.

* Pray that God will grant favor to any missions agencies that are currently focusing
on the Central Khmer.

* Ask the Lord to begin revealing Himself to these precious people through dreams
and visions.

* Pray that God will use the few Central Khmer believers share the Gospel with their
own people.

* Ask God to send Christian humanitarian aid workers to Vietnam to minister to the
physical needs of these war-torn people.

* Ask God to call forth prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil through
intercession.

* Pray that strong local churches will be planted among the Central Khmer.
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Country: Vietnam

Continent: Asia

Region: Southeast Asia

Persecution Rank: 21 (Only top 50 ranked, 1 = highest persecution ranking)
10/40 Window: Yes

Population in this Country: 1,211,000



Largest Provinces:
An Giang, Bac Lieu, HauGiang, KienGiang, Long An, Soc Trang, TayNinh, TraVinh
Total Provincesonfile: 8

Location within Country: Mainly in HauGiang, TraVinh, Vinh Long, KienGiang, An
Giang, Bac Lieu, CaMau, BaRia-VungTau, BinhPhuoc, and TayNinh provinces and
Ho Chi Minh City.

Affinity Bloc: Southeast Asian Peoples

People Cluster: Mon-Khmer

People Name General: Khmer, Centra

Primary Language: Khmer, Central (1,211,000 Speakers)
Primary Religion: Buddhism

Religion Sub-division: Theravada

% Christian Adherents: Data not available

% Evangelical: 0.10 %

Tay

Introduction / History

Lying along the China Seain southeast Asia, Vietnam is home to about 114 distinct
people groups. However, the mgority of the population is ethnic Vietnamese.
Historical upheavals forced the major people groups to intermingle with others,



separate, and eventually live in scattered localities. Their cultures, languages, and
lifestyles were all affected, resulting in a somewhat "blurred" national character.

At the end of the 1700's when Vietnam was in chaos, several ethnic groups united
with the native groups of Thai speaking peoples. These people became known as the
Tho. Today, they are regarded as an official minority in Vietnam. The Tho prefer to
be known as"Tay," since the term "Tho" is now considered derogatory.

Since the 1945 revolution and the reunification of North and South Vietnam, many
changes have taken place. Various agencies are currently working to improve their
standard of living.

What are their liveslike?

The Tho are mostly peasants who live in the low, sloping mountains between the high
mountains and the plains of southeast Asia. They grow wet rice and use "slash and
burn™ techniques to grow dry rice, maize, buckwheat, watercress, sugar cane, and
other vegetables. They grow hemp and use it for making bags and nets for fishing.
They sell or exchange products for household items and use forest products for food.

Traditionally, the Tho were master hunters. They used traps, cages, and automatically
triggered arrows. Today, they hunt very little because of the changed ecological
conditions.

The Tho mainly live in houses built on the ground. These houses are private property,
as are their accompanying gardens. However, there are still some Tho who livein
houses built on stilts. The architecture of these homesis simple, without the fancy
gables and decorative work commonly seen on other houses. Today, nearly all the
Tho are part of a"collectivized agricultural program” in the form of community
(collective) farms. Farm land is seen as community property that people are free to
use, but not own.

Villages used to be the center of economic activity, with local markets rotating among
aseries of villages and trading mainly with the Vietnamese and Chinese communities.
Today, however, the Tho have been primarily assimilated into the Vietnamese
society.

Tho families are usualy small and the line of descent is traced through the father.
Children begin school at six years of age and older. There, they begin studying the
Vietnamese language. Y oung peopl e choose their own marriage partners, and after a
betrothal ceremony, many marriage rituals are performed. The groom is expected to
perform some work for the bride's family as payment.

What are their beliefs?

The Tho worship a multitude of gods. Ancestor worship (praying to deceased
ancestors for protection and guidance) is commonly practiced. The Tho are also
animistic (believe that non-living objects have spirits).



Traditionally, most Tho villages had temples where they worshipped a multitude of
gods associated with earth, water, fire, and important ancestors. Many other spirits
and ghosts were also worshipped. The magjor ceremony of the year was held at the
beginning of the farming season, when the various deities were asked permission to
prepare the farm and plant the seeds. Folk literature and art were also of importance in
religious life.

What are their needs?

Over 44 years of war played havoc with the Vietnamese economy, making recovery
particularly slow. Moreover, Vietnam remains one of the few Communist nations of
the world.

Prayer isthe first step toward seeing these peopl e reached with the Gospel.
Prayer Points

* Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to Vietnam and share Christ with
the Tho.

* Ask God to strengthen, encourage, and protect the small number of Tho Christians.
* Pray that God will reveal Himself to the Tho through dreams and visions.

* Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Tho toward Christians so that they
will be receptive to the Gospel.

* Pray that God will open the hearts of Vietham's governmental leaders to the Gospel.

* Ask God to raise up prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil through
worship and intercession.

* Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Tho.
* Pray for completion of Bible translation in this people group's primary language.
* Pray for the availability of the Jesus Film in the primary language of this people.

* Pray for Gospel messages to become available in audio format for this people
group.
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Country:  Vietnam

Continent: Asia

Region: Southeast Asia

Persecution Rank: 21 (Only top 50 ranked, 1 = highest persecution ranking)
10/40 Window: Yes

Population in this Country: 1,695,000

People Name General: Tay

Affinity Bloc: Southeast Asian Peoples
People Cluster: Zhuang

People Name General: Tay

Primary Language: Tay (1,695,000 Speakers)
Primary Religion: Ethnic Religions

Religion Sub-division: Ancestor Worship

% Christian Adherents:  Datanot available

% Evangelical: 0.01 %






