Poised for Harvest, Braced for Backlash
Lesson 5

Exercise1l

A. Instructions
Listen to the following story and then discuss the questions that follow.

It was a Wednesday morning when | received the phone call from Muhammad. Just two
days earlier, my wife and | had moved out of his town after a stay there of nearly ten weeks. We
were now in alarger city, preparing to return to the United States for atime of rest and recovery
and to be nearer to my mother, who was very ill at the time. Muhammad told me that on Tuesday
night, several men wearing masks burst into his house with AK-47s and kidnapped his wife
“Fatima,” who was eight months pregnant, and their children at gunpoint. Fortunately,
Muhammad had not been home at the time. He told me that the men were radical 1slamists and
were demanding aransom. This was the second time that some of the disciples had been
kidnapped in recent weeks. Muhammad mobilized the house churches for intercession, and my
wife and | joined the concert of prayer from the larger city.

On Wednesday evening, Muhammad sat in his empty one-room house, overwhelmed by
loneliness. Hefinally fell asleep after shedding many tears. That night, the Lord visited himin a
dream. He told Muhammad that he was experiencing atest of faith and that he should trust God
for hisfamily’s deliverance.

Between Thursday night and Friday morning, Muhammad and the other believers paid
the ransom. They immediately took Faitmato the hospital. While in captivity, Fatima's
kidnappers had kicked her in the stomach several times. That night in the hospital, she gave birth
to astillborn baby boy. The tests showed no heartbeat and no breathing. The baby was
pronounced medically dead. On Friday morning around 8:30aM, Muhammad called and told me
the news.

According to Islam, people have twenty-four hours to bury their dead. Thus, in most
Muslim cultures, corpses are usually buried as soon as possible, within hours of a person’s death.
Though he had given hislife to Jesus, by cultural instinct Muhammad started to make
preparations for the baby to be buried as soon as he heard the news. He had already hired several
people to dig the baby’ s grave by the time he called me on Friday morning.

After we got off the phone with Muhammad, my wife and | sat on our bunk bed in the
small room we were staying in, teary-eyed and filled with grief. Aswe prayed for the situation,
however, suddenly a surge of faith came into my spirit. The Holy Spirit whispered, “We are not
going to give this baby up without afight!”

| immediately called Muhammad. He was carrying some items to the gravesite by
wheelbarrow when | called.

“Muhammad, | encourage you to take some timeto first listen to the Holy Spirit before
burying the baby,” | said.

Muhammad was responsive even in his grief. “What do | need to do?”’

“I’m going to hang up and then send you a text message with some instructions,” | said.
Two passages came to me: Luke 7, where Jesus rai ses the widow's son at Nain; and Acts 9,
where Peter raises Dorcas from the dead. | sent these two verses to Muhammad by text message:



Read these two passages, | wrote. They'll tell you what to do. Remember that this same
power livesin you. As soon as | sent the text, my wife and | began to intercede.

Two hours later, we received acall from avery excited Muhammad: “It'samiracle! It's
amiracle!” After recelving the text message, Muhammad had run to intercept those who were
taking the baby to the gravesite. He took the lifeless body home. With his mother in the room as
awitness, Muhammad read these two passages out loud, laid his hands on the baby, and began to
cry out to his heavenly Father. As he did this, the power of God swept through his handsinto the
baby’ s body, and the baby began to cry! Immediately, the fear of the Lord came upon
Muhammad, and he ran out of the house. Then, the fear of the Lord gave way to the joy of the
Lord, and he ran back into the house. His mother was stunned and did not know what to make of
it al. When my wife and | heard the news, we did our best not to bang our heads on our bunk
beds as we leaped for joy.

The miracle itself moved usto tears and laughter. But the fact that the Holy Spirit had
used Muhammagd—not his mentor—to perform it was even more significant than the miracle,
from a discipleship perspective. Muhammad now knew firsthand that the Holy Spirit’s presence,
power, and leadership were not tied to the foreign bodily presence of the one through whom he
had initially experienced God' s power. He kept saying excitedly, “Brother, you have got to teach
me about this Holy Spirit! Y ou have got to teach me about this Holy Spirit!” When he took the
baby to the hospital, it created a stir as doctors and relatives tried to figure out what to make of
this miracle. When Muhammad told the news to his brother, aradical Islamist living in Europe,
his brother told him, “Put Mom on the phone. If thisistrue, I'min.”

B. Discussion Questions:
1. What happened to Muhammad’ s wife when she was taken captive? What happened to the
baby?
How do you think Muhammad and his wife felt when the baby died?
How do you feel when someone you love dies?
What happened when Muhammad prayed for the baby?
What do you think God was teaching Muhammad by raising his son from the dead?
Does God like death or hate death?

oukwd

C. Lesson

By raising Muhammad’ s son from the dead, God was showing us that He hates death and
that He is going to send Jesus back a second time to destroy death. When God created the world,
He didn’t want death in the world. Death came because of man’s sin and disobedience. When
God raised Muhammad'’ s son from the dead, He performed a sign that speaks a message to us. A
sign points beyond itself to something that will happen in the future. When you cometo asign
that says “Beijing in 100 kilometers,” you are not in Beijing. But you know that if you stay on
the right road, you will get to Beijing in the future. When God raised Muhammad’ s son from the
dead, God was showing us a sign of something that will happen in the future when Jesus comes
back. When Jesus comes back, He is going to raise us from the dead and heal our bodies so that
they will never die again. God has made a promise that He will raise Jesus' people from the dead
at the Second Coming. The resurrection of Muhammad’ s son from the dead was a sign that this
promise is certain and true.



Exercise 2:

A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following passage. As you listen, try to remember how many times God
calls His creation “good.” Then discuss the questions that follow.

Genesis 1:1-2:7

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. ?Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.

3 And God said, “Let there belight,” and there was light. * God saw that the light was good, and
he separated the light from the darkness. ® God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

® And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.
So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water aboveit.
And it was so. ® God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—
the second day.

® And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground
appear.” And it was so0. *° God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called
“seas.” And God saw that it was good.

" Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land
that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. ** The land
produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with
seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 3 And there was evening, and
there was morning—the third day.

4 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the
night, and |et them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, *> and let them belightsin
the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. *® God made two great lights—
the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.
" God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, *3to govern the day and the
night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. *° And there was
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.

% And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the sky.” %! So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living
and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. % God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful
and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” %
And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.

4 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock,
creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to itskind.” And it was
s0. ?® God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds,
and all the creatures that move aong the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it
was good.

% Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the
fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over al the
creatures that move aong the ground.”
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2" S0 God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;
male and femal e he created them.

%8 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that
moves on the ground.”

*Then God said, “1 give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. ** And to all the beasts of the earth
and dl the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the
breath of lifein it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.

%' God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day.

2 Thusthe heavens and the earth were completed in al their vast array.

2By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he
rested from all his work. * And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he
rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

“Thisis the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

When the LorD God made the earth and the heavens— °and no shrub of the field had yet
appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent
rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground, ® but streams came up from the earth
and watered the whole surface of the ground— ’the LorRD God formed the man from the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became aliving being.

B. Discussion Questions

When God created the world, what did He create?

Did God call what He created good or bad?

Does God love the world He made?

Does God just love the heavens, or does He love the earth He made too?

When God made Adam and Eve, what did He make them out of?

God created Adam and Eve with physical bodies that could see things, fedl things, and
touch things. He created our hands, our eyes, our feet, our noses, and our hair. Did God
see these human bodies He made as good or as bad?
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C. Lesson

The Bible teaches us that God loves the world that He made. He loves the heavens that
we don’t see with our eyes right now. And he loves the earth that we do see with our eyes right
now. When He created human beings, He gave them physical bodies that could see things, feel
things, smell things, and touch things. The Bible teaches that God sees the created world as good.
He loves the creation that He made. He loves al of you, and He loves the bodies that He gave
you. God loves all of His creation. He loves the trees. He loves the skies. He loves the seas. He
loves the stars. He loves the animals. He loves trees and flowers. He deeply loves His creation.
He loves the rice paddies that He made! One day, God is going to fix His creation so that it is
like the Garden again!



Exercise3

A. Instructions
Listen to the following passages and then discuss the questions that follow.

Genesis 2:15-16 and Genesis 3:1-24

>The Lorp God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
16 And the Lorp God commanded the man, “Y ou are free to eat from any tree in the garden; *’
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you
will surely die”.

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘Y ou must not eat from any tree in the garden’?’

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, *but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.” ”

4«Y ou will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. >“For God knows that when you eat
of it your eyeswill be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

® When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate it. ’ Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

® Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LorD God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lorp God among the trees of the garden. °But the
LorD God called to the man, “Where are you?’

19 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid.”

' And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that |
commanded you not to eat from?”’

2 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree,
and | ateit.”

3 Then the LorD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

1450 the LorD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above al the livestock
and all the wild animals!

Y ou will crawl on your belly

and you will eat dust

all the days of your life.

> And | will put enmity

between you and the woman,

and between your seed and hers;

he will crush your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

1T the woman he said,

“1 will greatly increase your painsin childbearing;
with pain you will give birth to children.



Y our desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

" To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which |
commanded you, ‘Y ou must not eat of it,’

“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat of it
all the days of your life.

8 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your brow

you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,

since from it you were taken;

for dust you are

and to dust you will return.”

20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.

! The Lorp God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. “* And the
LorD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not
be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”
So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had
been taken. > After he drove the man out, he placed on the east sideof the Garden of Eden
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

Genesis5:1-5

When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. *He created them male and
female and blessed them. And when they were created, he called them “man.”

3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he had ason in his own likeness, in his own image;
and he named him Seth. * After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and
daughters. ° Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died.

B. Discussion Questions
1. What command did God give Adam and Eve in the Garden?
2. What did God say would happen to Adam and Eve if they disobeyed Him and ate from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?
How did death come into God' s good world?
Did God want Adam and Eveto die?
Does God see death as an enemy or as afriend?
What role did the serpent play in this story?
Does Satan still try to lie and deceive us today?
What happens when people listen to Satan’s lies?
Did Adam and Eve actually die like God said they would?
10 When Adam and Eve died, what happened to the good bodies God created?
11. How do you think Adam and Eve's family felt when they died?
12. How do you feel when someone you love dies?
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13. Who did God say would crush the serpent’ s head?
14. Who do you think the Seed is?

C. Lesson

The Bible teaches that God hates death. God did not want human beings to die. Death
came into the world when Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God. Death entered the world
through the door of sin. God does not see death as a friend. God sees death as an enemy. The
Bible says that we have problems in the world not because God made a bad world. We have
problemsin the world because people living in God’ s good world make choices to disobey God.
The problems we see in the world are caused by sin and disobedience. When we don't listen to
God, thisis pride. When we don’t obey God, thisis pride. Prideis sin and leads to death. Pride
and rebellion against God is the cause of the world’ s problems. God' s good world has become
full of prideful people. Thisiswhy we have so many problems.

Some people believe that we have problems in the world because the world we see with
our eyesisan evil world. They believe that God made a mistake when He made the earth that we
see with our eyes. They believe that the physical world is not a good world, but an evil world.
They teach that people should try to escape from this good world through death. They believe
that death isafriend. They believe that our physical bodies are evil in themselves. But these are
lies of Satan. God made human bodies good. We don’'t have problems in the world simply
because we have a body. We have problems in the world because people disobey God and
choose to use their minds and bodiesin sinful ways.

Satan wants us to believe lies. Satan wants us to believe that God doesn’t like the way He
made us. He triesto put lies like these into our minds to deceive us. If you ever hear avoice say
that death is your friend, don’'t believe it. That voice is the devil. Jesusis the Seed of the woman
that God promised to send to crush the serpent’ s head. God will destroy the serpent and hislies
when Jesus comes back. Jesus the Seed will crush serpent’ s head and take away the desth that
came when Adam and Evefirst listened to the serpent’slies.

Bible M emorization

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until they are memorized.

1 Cor. 15:25-26

For he (Jesus) must reign until he has put al his enemies under hisfeet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.

1 Cor. 15:55

Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?

Repetition of Key Truths

A. Instructions
Repeat the following truths until they are memorized.



God called the world He created good.

God loves the world He created.

God will not abandon the earth to Satan, sin, and death.

The problem with the world is sin, pride, and disobedience.

God loves human bodies and wants to fix them so that they do not die.
Death entered the world through the door of sin.

Death is an enemy to God.

Death is not our friend.

God hates death and is going to destroy it when Jesus comes back.

0 God isgoing to fix al of the good creation He loves when Jesus comes back.
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Prayer Response

Break into groups and ask the Holy Spirit how He wants you to respond in prayer. As you pray,
let the Holy Spirit put adeep longing in your heart for Jesus to come back to destroy death
forever.



