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%}f family and | work with these people
way back in the bush.

One day | decided that | was going fo
bring in some pineapples.

The people had heard of pineapples.
They had tasted them, but they didn't
have any source to get them.

SO I got them from another mission
station. | got about one hundred plants.

Then | got one of the local men to
work for me. He planted all these pine-
apple shoots for me.

I paid him, of course. | paid him salt or
whatever he wanted for the days he
worked.

It seemed fo take awfully long for those little
shoots of pineapple to big bushes and
finally yield pineapples. It took about three
years.

Back in the jungle you long for fresh fruit.
You don't get much fresh fruit or vegetables.
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So finally that third year we could see fresh pine-
apples coming on, and we were just waiting for
Christmas time because that is when they are ripe.

When Christmas finally came, my wife and | would go

for walks to see if any were ripe enough to eat.

every onel

the owner gets if.

%m | am, a missionary, getting mad at these people.
Missionaries aren’f supposed to get mad. You all know that.
But | got angry.
| said, “Look, you guys! | have been waiting for these
pineapples for three years. | didn’t get any of them.
“Now there are others getting ripe. If any more of these
pineapples are stolen, no more clinic for you.”

?{nany, when they got ripe, we didn't get
a single one of them! The natives stole

They stole them before they were ripe.
That is their art. Steal it before it is ripe or
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%y wife was running a clinic. She was giving them all their
oills free. They didn’t have anything to pay.
We were knocking ourselves out trying to help these people,
taking care of their sick, saving the lives of their babies.
One by one the pineapples got ripe, and one by one they
were stolen.

So | felt | had to stand my ground with these people. |
couldn'tjust let them run all over me.

But that was not really the reason. It was a selfish reason. |
~anted to eat those pineapples.

So no more clinic.

Then they let their sick babies die. They couldn't care less.
Lite was cheap over there. People with bad pneumonia would
e coughing and begging us for medicine.

We would say, “No! Remember you stole our pineapples.”

“I didn't steal them,"” they would say. "It was the other guys
thatdid it."

They would go on coughing and beg-
ging. We couldn't take it any longer. |
oroke down and said, “Okay,
tomorrow morning we will
spen the clinic again.”

When we opened the clinic
they started stealing the
oineapples, and | felt bad
again.

Man! These rascals!

?ur finally we found out who was doing it—the gu
who had planted them. 5 o

I called him on the carpet and said, “Look, buddy!

What are you doing stealing my pineapples? You are my
gardener.”
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#e said, “My hands plant them. My mouth eats them.”

That is the rule of the jungle. Iy 7 sk, S

If they plant something, that is theirs. They had never

heard of the idea of paying for services. e “ARNA B RATH
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them my plants.

| thought, “Well, what do | do now? It was the rule of

their tribe. I'd better learn to live by their rule.” : /ﬁij, i}‘ﬁ “ 7)3? /—\Eéﬁﬂl [ﬂ/\] 5
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50 I said, “Alright, I will give you half of these
plants.
“Everything from here to over there is yours. If
they get ripe, they are yours. And these are mine.”
He sounded like he was in agreement. But my
pineapples still got stolen.



7.'19.‘1 I thought, “Maybe | should let them have all those
pineapples, and I'll get some new ones."

But | knew that | would have to wait three more years.
That was hard for me to do.

Finally | said, “Look, | will give you all these pineapples,
and then | will start all over again.

“Now you make a garden and you take all these pine-
apples out of my garden so | will have room to plant new
ones. | don't want your pineapples in my garden if you feel
they are yours."”

So they said, “Too-wan, (which means outsider,
foreigner) you will have to pay us.”

| said, ““Now, look!" They said, “No, no! You are asking
us to move your pineapple bushes, and that is work."

Now they are mine. | said, “Alright, I'll pay you one
day's work. Take them all away."

Then they said, “We don't have a garden ready. Will you
pay us to get it ready?"”

I said, “Forget it!"" | was so fed up with them.

710.'11 my wife, "“This is impossible! | am
just going to pay some guy to root them
all out and throw them on the trash heap.
Then if they want them they can just take
them."

| So we did. We rooted them all out and
[ threw them on a heap. That was hard to
do. They were nice pineapple bushes.

Then | bought new plants.
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qsm‘d, “Now look, all you guys. | am going to pay you to
plant them, but | eat them, me and my family. You don't eat
any.”

They said, “You can't do that. If we plant them, we eat
them."

| said, “Look, | don't have time to mess with a garden. |
have too much to do. There are so many of you, and there
is only one me. You have got to help me. | want you to plant
them, and | will eat them."”

9&'&!0‘, "I will pay you. What do you want? | will give you
this nice knife if you will agree to do it.""

They started to think. “He will pay us that knife so he can eat
our pineapples.”

Finally they agreed.

During the next three years | reminded the guy who planted
them, "Look! Who is going to eat these pineapples?"

He said, “You are."”"

| said, “Fine! Have you still got the knife?"

He said, "“"'Yes."

| said, "Well, take good care of it."”

If he lost the knife | am in trouble again. The
pay is gone.
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% “Man! Pretty soon we are going 1o have a crop of our own —
v pineappies.” H */j-\‘ i o

e We started to thank God that He was providing them for us.
But do you know what happened? Every one of them was
stolen!

| woulid see the natives go through the garden in the daytime
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do without them. That won't kill them.
1 said, “Okay, no more store. You stole my
pineapples.”
When we closed the store they began to say,
“We had better leave because we don't have
any salt. If he is not going to have a store,
there is no advantage for us being here with
him. We might as well go back to our jungle
houses.”
So they took off to live in the jungle.



7nem-'ms sitting by myself eating pineapples. No people,
no ministry.

| said to my wife, “Look, we can eat pineapples back in the
States, | mean, if that is all we are here o do.”

A runner returned and | said, “Get them all back. We will
open the store next Monday.”

| thought and thought. How am | going to get to eat those
i pineapples? There must be @ way. Then [ got an idea.

a! that dog did the frick. Most of the peo-
ple didn’t dare come around anymore. So now
we had the same result as closing the store.

People didn’t come.

| didn’t have anybody to talk to.

| couldn’t get anybody to feach me the
language.
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9!#009?1!’, “What do we do?"

The dog wasn't working. But in the meantime, the dog was
starting to breed with the village dogs and would raise up a
wicked half-shepherd, wild and hungry.

The doctor said, “Look! If your kids or anybody gets bitten
by that dog, | am not going to treat them."

He was using the same tactics on me that | was using on the
natives.

| said to my wife, “We've got to get rid of the dog."

Weli, | got rid of the dog. | hated to do it

%ﬂw the dog was gone. The people came
back and no more pineapples.

I thought, "Boy! There must be & way. What

;hnﬂ ! came home on furlough and went to a Basic
Youth Seminar. | learned that we must give everything
we own fo God.

The Bible says if you give, you will have; if you keep
for yoursell. you will lose. Give your things to God, and
God will see that you have enough.

This is a basic principle.
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9 thought, “Man! | don't have anything to lose. | will
give that pineapple garden to God because | am not
eating the pineapples anyway."

Now | know that is not a very good sacrifice. You are
supposed to sacrifice something that is valuable to you.

But | would give it to God and see if He could control
it.

1 said, “Man! | am going to see how He is going to do
it

So | stood out in the garden one night. The people had gone
home. | didn't want them to see me out there praying.

| prayed, “Lord, see these pineapple bushes? | have fought to
have fruit from them. | have claimed them. | have stood up for my
rights.

“It is all wrong, and | realize it now. | have seen that it is wrong
and | give them to You.

“From now on, if You want me to eat any of Your pineapples,
fine. You just go right ahead and give them to us. If not, fine. It
doesn'treally matter."
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3- " Sa I gave them to God, and the natives
\i K stole the pineapples as usual.

=yl | thought to myself, “See, God, You

can't control them either.”

?ﬁna.‘-’y, one bright lad started thinking and said,
Now, why don't you get angry anymore?”
| said, “I have given that garden away. It isn't my
zarden anymore. So you are not stealing my pineapples.
Jon't have to get angry anymore.”
Another guy started to think even more and he said,
Who did you give that garden to?"
They looked around. “Did he give it to you?" “Did he
zive it to you?" "Whose is it anyway?”
“Whose pineapples are we stealing?"

TR 7225t 2
NIE TR R AT

Hbs E BT R, AR,
TRBE AN F XA . 7

Jak, A ANHERNRBX
FE—AN G “EEURRAT, N
H2FEAERT? 7

L. “HogtRT4E
BNT XEHAZERKET T,
P UMFRATA R g s, &T
M EE AR

5 4h— A A ST A,
IEJI@: “’fﬁ(%?‘éﬁi&uﬁl? 2

MATEARER: X, IR
T ? 7 “RARS
fRup? 73X F BLAE A2 HE Y
g2

“BATTILAE fhw PO R YR I 9
Lg? 7

IR, v, EHM RE
AR T BTV

AR AT GHE— T
“TAERT, R B
T Mk, AN AR
WAV AR AB? 7

“DR O BA I M R (3 %
RALEST . 7

DU A B — LB A Th ik
MATBEER 2], ROLITHIRE
H, BAELGMATNER. 20
WAL %, it
M3 o (H RIS Al 1R I
WEER B, —HEAEHRIEA



7nan one day they came to me and
said, “Too-wan, you have become a
Christian, haven't you?"

| was ready to react and say, “Look
here, | have been a Christian for twenty
years."

But instead | said, "Why do you say
that?"

They said, “Because you don't get
angry anymore when we steal your
pineapples.”

This was a real revelation. Now | was
living what | had been preaching to them.

| had been telling them fo love one
another, be kind fo one another, and | had
always been standing up for my rights,
and they knew it.

7ﬂey were afraid of God.

So then the pineapples began to ripen. The natives
came and said, “Too-wan, your pineapples are ripe.”

I said, “They are not mine. They belong to God."

They said, "But they are going to get rolten. You had
better pick them."

And so, | got some and | let the natives take some.

When my family sat down to eat them, | said, "Lord,
we are eating Your pineapples. Thank You for giving
them tous.”

All those years those natives were watching me and
listening to my words. They saw that the two didn't
match. But when | began ta change, they did too.

Soon many natives decided to become Christians.
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7ho principle of giving to God was roa!.ry_ m_rnrvdng. ]
could hardly believe it myself. | started giving other T '
things fo God. .
One day my son was near death and_merc was_no way
to get him to a doctor. | suddenly realized that I'd never
given my son to God! So | prayed, “God, | give my son to
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7‘!9 natives began bringing things for me to fix.

I said, “God, my time is Yours. If You want me to fix
harmonicas and pots and shovels out here on the mis-
sion field, fine!™

! wasn't getting as much Bible translation done, but -
maore and more people were being won to Christ.

They kept saying, “Too-wan has become a Christian. 1\ ‘TJ‘ ,ﬂ»l_j‘/ﬂ‘] {I] ILTLI rj: ﬂ%j N/—:,\ I:DJ% o
He tells us to love one another and now he is starting to 1= A= — )
love us.”

One day 1 was Hxing a roken chai. A native saw me CBAZAMBERER T ! At R ERATT

and said, “Here, let me help you hold it."”
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He said, “No, Too-wan. Don't you remember? You AN ,ﬂ‘] T ] ”»
?& .

heiped me fix my shovel. Now I help you fix your chair.”
I thought, “Man! That is the first time they did
anything for me without getting paid for it.”
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