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Poised for Harvest, Braced for Backlash
Lesson 12

Exercise 1

A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following story and then discuss the questions that follow.

I remember quite well the day that Muhammad came to me with a pained look on his
face. “We have got to get this good news out,” he said passionately.

This particular visit was about three or four weeks after Muhammad’s conversion. The
number of new disciples had increased quickly as new disciples won others to the faith and set
up house churches. The growth presented some challenges for the new fellowships.

By this point, some people from a minority group had joined some of the house churches.
Though most of the disciples from this sub-group knew the main language, they also wanted to
worship the Lord in their own mother tongue. This group told the house church leaders about this
desire to worship in their own language. Shortly after this, the Lord visited Muhammad in a
dream. Muhammad knew this minority group’s language quite well and he was also a skilled
guitarist. In the dream, the Lord encouraged Muhammad to write some worship songs for these
people. The Lord gave Muhammad some of the words for the songs. Muhammad did not waste
any time. In a matter of days, he had recorded a number of songs on cassette tapes for his new
brothers and sisters in Christ. Now these new saints, too, could express their love for the Savior
in the language that moved their hearts more than any other.

Shortly after this, the Lord spoke to two of the new disciples from this sub-group in a
dream. In the dream, he told them that he was sending them to back to their home city. This city
was one of the few places where their people formed a majority of the population. The Lord
promised that while there, they would see “something good.” They shared the dream with their
house church. The church concluded that the Holy Spirit was sending these two people to share
the gospel in this strategic city. They believed that this “something good” meant a harvest of
souls in that city.

On another night, the Lord spoke to the house church in yet another dream. In the dream,
He said it was important for the people in this new city to have the Word of God. This ushered
the house churches into a crisis of sorts. Most of the residents of the town to which these men
were being sent could not read. They also spoke a different language. And there was no Bible in
this other language. The men were scheduled to leave in about a week. They needed to take the
Word of God with them. So Muhammad and some of the other leaders got together and stayed
up almost all night every night for the next week. They worked very hard and translated most of
the New Testament into the language of the people in this city. They recorded the New
Testament on cassette tape. By the time the two men were sent out, almost the entire New
Testament had been translated and recorded on cassette tape in this sub-group’s language. When
the two men were sent off, they left armed with the Word of God.

It was during the week of this intense “translation project” that Muhammad came to me
and expressed with urgency the need for the gospel of Christ out. Never before had I seen such a
look of urgency on a man’s face. I could hear urgency in his voice. I could hear urgency in his
prayers. I could see urgency on his face. Muhammad understood the urgency of the hour. The
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time is short. The return of the Lord is near. We must pray hard. We must get the message out.
The lives and eternal destinies of our friends, relatives, mothers, and fathers are at stake.

B. Discussion Questions:
1. How did Jesus speak to and lead the two men in this story?
2. Why do you think Jesus wanted these two men to take the Scriptures with them to this

new town?
3. What did Muhammad and the other house church leaders do in this story after God spoke

to them?
4. Why do you think Muhammad was feeling such urgency to share the gospel?

C. Lesson
In this story, we see several important values contributing to the spread of the gospel and

the strengthening of the church. For example, Muhammad and the churches had respect for the
authority of the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit told them that it was very important that the two men
take the Bible with them to the new town. They also had a deep sense of urgency and a desire to
obey the Holy Spirit. They also had a desire to freely give away all of the good things they had
freely received in the gospel.

When engineers build a bridge, one of their most important tasks is to make sure that the
bridge is strengthened by the proper supports. The bridge must be strong enough to hold up
under trains, large trucks, and many cars on a daily basis, often over dangerous terrain. When we
drive our vehicles onto a bridge, seldom do we stop to think how much faith and trust we are
actually putting in an architect whom we have never met.

Most of the people who came to faith through the movements birthed through Paul’s
ministry probably never met Paul face-to-face. Nevertheless, they had still been influenced by
him. Every day, they crossed over the “bridge” that he had established in the lives of the first
group of disciples he had trained. When Paul left an area, he could turn a movement loose with
confidence, because he knew that the foundation he had imparted to the first group was strong.
His confidence was that in his absence the Holy Spirit himself would lead new “vehicles” over
the bridges he had built.

In the last lesson, we mentioned that one of the reasons Paul was able to lay strong
foundations quickly was his pattern-based mode of building. This pattern formed the core
framework for the bridges he built. However, this framework was also supported by a set of core
values that helped keep new movements on the right track over time. In other words, they
functioned as beams to strategically reinforce the bridge. It is to these values that we now shift
our attention in this lesson.

Exercise 2:

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

Luke 11:28
28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

John 14:15
15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
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Romans 6:17-18
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have
become slaves to righteousness.

B. Discussion Questions:
1. In Luke 11:28, who does Jesus say are “blessed”?
2. Are we blessed if we just hear the word but do not obey it?
3. In John 14:15, Jesus says that if we love Him, what will we do?
4. Paul tells the church in Rome that they used to be slaves to sin, but then they

wholeheartedly obeyed the pattern of teaching to which they had been entrusted. What
was the result of this wholehearted obedience to the pattern?

C. Lesson Summary
When we pass on the Universal Disciple pattern to new disciples, we must not only pass

on the information of the pattern. We must also pass on the value of wholehearted obedience to
the truths of the pattern. Obedience is the key that unlocks the door of Universal Disciple so that
disciples may go on to actually progress in maturity. It is the value that unlocks transformation. I
passed on the Universal Disciple pattern to Muhammad the very first night of his conversion. As
I taught him the pattern, I stressed to him over and over again the importance of obeying
everything in the pattern. I kept telling him that Jesus is the head of His Body, and that we must
obey Him in everything. I reminded Muhammad of this over and over again while I was with
him.

Exercise 3

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

B. Discussion Questions:
1. What do you think Paul means when he says that all Scripture is “God-breathed”?
2. Which of these has authority in the life of a follower of Jesus: ordinary books written by

men out of their own thinking, or the Holy Scriptures that God inspired and breathed on?
3. What does Paul say the Scriptures are useful for?

Lesson Summary
When the Holy Spirit is poured out on a group of new disciples, they will begin to

experience the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Respect for Bible’s authority is the value that will keep
disciples and churches on orthodox footing as the gifts begin to increase in a movement. From
the beginning of a movement, not only must disciples have access to the Bible. It must also be
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stressed to them that the Scriptures are fully authoritative and an absolutely trustworthy standard
for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. The Scriptures are to always
function as the standard by which all spiritual experiences are to be evaluated, measured, and
tested.

If a movement does not operate and flow in the gifts of the Spirit, it will soon become
lifeless and powerless. If it is not anchored in the Scriptures, it is much more vulnerable to false
shepherds and unbiblical ideas. If the gifts and the Word work together side-by-side like two
oxen tied to a plow, then the movement under the Spirit’s leadership will remain strong as it
spreads.

Exercise 4

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

Colossians 3:16
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Mark 4:24
“Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use, it will be
measured to you—and even more.”

B. Discussion Question:
1. What do you think it means for the word of Christ to dwell in us richly?
2. How do you think singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs help the word of Christ to

dwell in us richly?
3. What are some of your favorite worship songs? How do they give you strength?
4. What does Jesus say will happens when we consider His words carefully – with a large

measure of hunger, attention, and humility?

C. Lesson Summary
Obedience is the value that unlocks the Universal Disciple pattern so that our hearts,

minds, and behavior are transformed through the work of the Holy Spirit. Respect for the Bible’s
authority is the value that keeps a movement doctrinally sound as the gifts of the Spirit. Hunger
for God and his Word is the value that opens the door of understanding the Scriptures. God gives
us understanding of the Bible on the basis of spiritual hunger, not on the basis of a superior
intellect. Jesus’ words are now recorded in Scripture. Jesus says that if we consider and listen to
His words carefully and with hunger, then He will respond by giving us a large measure of
understanding. We need to always ask the Holy Spirit to give us a deeper hunger for the Word of
God.

At the beginning of a movement, we must not only give new disciples the Bible. We must
also instill into them the value of cultivating a deep hunger and love for the Word of God. If this
value is in place, we can be confident that they will continue to mine the riches of the Scriptures
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in our absence. If they are regularly feasting on the Word, we can trust the Spirit’s anointing to
enhance their understanding of the Scriptures over time, as 1 John 2:27 teaches.

Exercise 5

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

John 15:5
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Hebrews 4:16
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16 Let us then
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need.

Colossians 4:2
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.

B. Discussion Questions
1. What does Jesus say we must do if we want to bear fruit?
2. What do you think it means to abide or remain in Jesus? What role does prayer play in

this?
3. According to Hebrews 4:16, how can we receive mercy and grace in our time of need and

temptation?
4. How does God want us to approach the throne of grace? What role does prayer play in

approaching the throne of grace?

C. Lesson Summary
A life of prayer is essential for Jesus’ disciples to become like Him. Jesus says that the

only way we can bear much fruit is to abide in Him in intimate friendship and fellowship. The
primary way we fellowship with Jesus is through constant prayer. God loves to hear our voices,
and He loves to speak back to us. God has much grace to give to us. Grace is the enabling power
of the Holy Spirit. Only by the Holy Spirit’s grace are we able to love and obey God the way He
desires. We must constantly depend on the Holy Spirit in prayer. We must constantly call on the
name of the Lord to transform us into the image of Jesus.

When Jesus shed His blood on the cross, He made a covenant with His people in His
blood. As part of this covenant, He promised to forgive our sins and show us mercy if we repent
of our sins. He also promised to give us power to obey Him through the help the Holy Spirit.
Grace is available to us through our covenant with Jesus in His blood. However, prayer is the
way access and get to that grace. A new baby’s mother has milk to give her baby, and this milk
will help the baby grow. However, the baby also has a part to play. In order to drink the milk, the
baby must drink and suck from the mother’s breast in order to receive the milk. Grace to obey
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God is like the milk, and prayer is the way we get the milk. God’s grace is there for us to access,
but we must also do our part. Our part is to pray and constantly call on the faithfulness of His
name. As we pray, God gives us more and more grace over time to obey Him. Sometimes the
Holy Spirit tells us to not only pray but also to seek God through fasting. We need to listen to the
Holy Spirit as to when and how He wants us to fast.

When a new movement is being birthed, we must make sure to teach new disciples the
importance of constantly abiding in Jesus through prayer. Prayer is the way they will walk in
friendship with God. Prayer is also the way they will get the milk of grace they need from the
Holy Spirit. This grace is the only thing that will help them to become like Jesus over time. They
cannot become like Jesus in their own strength. They need God’s grace. They will receive God’s
grace and mercy as they come boldly and confidently to the throne of grace in prayer.

Exercise 5

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

1 Peter 1:15-16
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy,
because I am holy.”

B. Discussion Questions
1. The word holy means to be set apart. What do you think it means to be holy or set apart?
2. Why does Peter say that we need to be holy?
3. If we do not have a holy and clean heart that earnestly desires God, how do you think this

influences our mind and our thinking?

C. Lesson Summary
A heresy is a false teaching that is not in line with what the Bible teaches as true and

sound doctrine. Some people believe that formal theological education is the solution to heresy
and false teaching in the church. However, this simply is not true. Heresy and false teaching are
rooted in deceit and pride in the human heart, not primarily in a lack of education. In fact,
throughout history, academic institutions and seminaries have produced some of the worst
heresies. For example, one of the most dangerous heresies the church has ever faced—
Arianism—was primarily spread by scholars. Those who propose more formal education as the
solution to heresy have actually misdiagnosed the problem. The primary cause of heresy is not a
lack of education, but rather the corruption and perverseness of the human heart. No matter how
much education someone has, a heart of sin left unattended is prone to deception, false ideas, and
bad thinking.

If the cause of heresy is a corrupt heart, this means the solution to heresy is not to
immediately send new leaders of a movement off to seminary. This would rob a movement of its
leaders. Rather, the solution is to drill into new disciples and leaders a high value for holiness
and purity. A value for holiness and purity – along with the other values discussed in this lesson
– is a movement’s true safeguard against heresy. We must pass this value on to new disciples at
the beginning of a new movement to Christ.
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Exercise 6

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

Matthew 10:8b
…Freely you have received, freely give.

Acts 20:35
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

B. Discussion Questions
1. Jesus tells us that when we freely receive something from Him, what does He want us to

do with it?
2. When you learn something new about Jesus, what does Jesus want you to do with it?
3. Does Jesus say that it is more blessed to give or to receive?

C. Lesson Summary
How do we ensure that as a movement grows, those coming to faith are receiving what

we initially passed on to a first group of new disciples? The answer lies in a command that Jesus
gave his disciples: freely giving away to others all that we have freely received. When this value
is drilled into new disciples from the beginning of their conversion experience, it helps to ensure
the transfer of information and training from person to person and church to church as the
movement unfolds. This value will also motivate sacrificial giving for the advance of the gospel.
Therefore, whenever we meet with new disciples, we must stress to them that once they leave
our presence, it is now their responsibility before God to pass on what they have freely received
from us to other disciples. This is what I did with Muhammad. Whenever I passed something on
to Muhammad, I told him that it was now his responsibility to pass it on to the other disciples.
They, in turn, were to pass it on to other new disciples. Freely they had received, freely they
were to give.

Exercise 7

A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following the passage carefully and then discuss the questions that follow.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-17
2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask

you, brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter
supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let
anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man
of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt
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himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s
temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6 And now you
know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret
power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do
so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord
Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all
kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those
who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this
reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will
be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the
beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through
belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to
you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave
us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every
good deed and word.

B. Discussion Questions
1. In this passage, Paul says that Jesus’ Second Coming in the Day of the Lord will not

occur until what events occur?
2. What will the man of lawlessness do in the temple when he is revealed?
3. How will Jesus overthrow the lawless one?
4. When the lawless one – also known as the anti-Christ – is revealed, he will come in

accordance with the work of Satan to deceive us. How will he do this?
5. Why does Paul say God is going to send a delusion to those who are perishing?
6. Why should this passage cause us to have urgency about prayer and sharing the gospel

with unbelievers?

C. Lesson
Paul teaches us that Jesus’ return is near, but certain unfulfilled signs must occur before

He returns. Before Jesus comes back, the rebellion must occur and the man of lawlessness will
be revealed. In Matthew 24, we learn from Jesus that the man of lawlessness is revealed when
something called the “abomination of desolation” is erected in the Jewish temple in Jerusalem.
This means that we can expect the Jewish temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem sometime in the
future. We also learn from Daniel and Revelation that Jesus will return 3.5 years following the
abomination of desolation and the revealing of the man of lawlessness. When we see the
abomination of desolation go up in the temple in Jerusalem, we will know that we have 3.5 years
until Jesus returns to restore all things! During that 3.5 years, the Jewish people and followers of
Jesus will be severely persecuted. This will be the worst persecution the Body of Christ has ever
faced in history. There will be many martyrs all over the world. But Jesus will rescue us and
resurrect us from the dead at the end of these last 3.5 years. Matthew 24 tells us that leading up
to these last 3.5 years in the last days, there will be many wars, earthquakes, and famines
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throughout the world. As these increase, we need to always have a watchful and prayerful heart
so that when the man of lawlessness is revealed, we are not surprised but are prepared in our
hearts for this time of great testing.

Because we are living in the last days, it is very important for new disciples to have
understanding of Paul’s teaching on the signs that precede the Second Coming of Jesus. We must
watch for the signs carefully, pray fervently, live obediently, and share the gospel boldly. We
must have great urgency in our hearts, and we must train new disciples to have this same
urgency. We need to train new disciples to be ready for the persecution that will come following
the abomination of desolation.

Repetition of Key Values

A. Instructions
Repeat the following values until they are memorized. When we make new disciples, we need to
constantly remind them of the following values:

1. Obedience to Jesus in all things
2. Respect for the authority of Scripture
3. Hunger for the Word of God
4. Abiding in Jesus through Prayer
5. Holiness
6. Freely Giving
7. Urgency

Prayer Response

Break into groups and ask the Holy Spirit how He wants you to respond in prayer.


