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Poised for Harvest, Braced for Backlash
Lesson 8

Exercise 1

A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following story and then discuss the questions that follow.

A missionary went to Dutch New Guinea to share the gospel with the Sawi people. While
working with the Sawi, the missionary discovered a custom among the Sawi people that he used
as a bridge for communicating the gospel. The various Sawi tribes of former Dutch New Guinea
were constantly fighting and killing one another. Deception was of such high value in the culture
that the people actually applauded Judas for his betrayal of Jesus! As the missionary and his
family prepared to leave the area because of increased fighting, some of the Sawi tribes, not
wanting these missionaries to leave, came together to make peace.

Central to the process of peace-making in Sawi culture was the custom of the “peace
child.” According to this custom, a man from one village voluntarily gives his son away to be
raised by his hated foe in an opposing village. As long as the peace child lived, peace between
the two villages was assured. Unlike other killings, murdering a peace child was considered
taboo. The missionary was able to use this custom to explain how God sacrificially sent his own
Son Jesus to his enemies on the earth as a “peace child.” Jesus lives forever; therefore, those who
have received him as God’s peace child have peace with God forever. Many of the Sawi
accepted Jesus as Lord when they heard the gospel presented in a way they could understand
within their own cultural context.

B. Discussion Questions:
1. What problems did the Sawi people face in this story?
2. In Sawi culture, how did the custom of the peace child work?
3. How did the missionary use this custom as a bridge for sharing the gospel in a way the

Sawi people could understand?

C. Lesson
In this story, the missionary used a custom that the Sawi people already knew to help

explain the gospel to the Sawi people. The peace child custom was used as a bridge for
communication. The Sawi knew the peace child custom, but they did not know the gospel. In this
story, the missionary used something the Sawi knew in order to help them learn something they
did not know. When we use local customs or stories as a bridge for sharing the gospel, this is
called a “redemptive analogy.” When God sends us to share the gospel in a different culture, we
should ask the Holy Spirit to help us discover redemptive analogies. These redemptive analogies
can help us explain the gospel in ways that people from that culture can understand.

Exercise 2
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A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following passage and then discuss the questions that follow.

Acts 17:16-34
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was
full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as
well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, “What is this
babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they
took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we
know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas
to our ears, and we want to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners who
lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in
every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects
of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you
worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does
not live in temples built by hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed
anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man
he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the
times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27 God did this so that men would
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28

‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We
are his offspring.’

29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like
gold or silver or stone—an image made by man’s design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day
when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of
this to all men by raising him from the dead.”

32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said,
“We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 A few men
became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the
Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others.

B. Discussion Questions
1. How did Paul discover the inscription mentioned in this story?
2. What did the inscription say?
3. How did Paul use this inscription as a bridge for sharing the gospel with the Athenian

people?
4. Paul quotes some local Greek poets. How did he Paul use these poets as a bridge for

sharing the gospel?

C. Lesson
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This passage reveals that Paul made intentional efforts to identify points of truth already
existent in the culture of Athens for the purpose sharing the gospel. In this story, Paul used things
that the people of Athens knew as a bridge for sharing things they did not know. Paul wanted to
share the gospel in a way that the people of Athens could understand. He looked for bridges in
their culture that did not contradict biblical truth to help him do this.

Exercise 3:

A. Instructions
Listen to the following passage and then discuss the questions that follow.

When I moved to a new country share the gospel with Muslims, I wanted to communicate
the message in a way that the people could understand. I asked the Holy Spirit to help me find a
way to do this. I decided to put together and memorize a gospel presentation in the local
language.

I spent many hours with a man who helped me learn the local language. This language
helper became a very good friend. When I met with this language helper, I did not just ask him to
teach me the words of his language. I also asked him many questions about the culture and
customs of his people. I asked him to teach me some of the proverbs that his people loved to use
in their everyday lives. When he taught me the proverbs of his people, I wrote them down on a
piece of paper. Over time, I had a growing list of proverbs. Some proverbs from the culture did
not conflict with biblical truth. These were good proverbs. When I looked at my list of proverbs,
I found some good proverbs to help me share the gospel with these Muslim people. I decided to
put these proverbs into a presentation of the gospel. Some of the proverbs I had learned did not
agree with biblical truth. I put these aside and did not use them.

I did not just use proverbs in my gospel presentation. I also put in a story in my
presentation which acted as a bridge to help the people understand the gospel. My language
helper had told me about a custom one time while we were talking. This custom had been a part
of his people’s culture even before Islam came. This custom was called the “blood compensation
payment.” Different clans among his people used this custom to resolve murder disputes.

The basic concept is that when a man from one clan kills someone from another clan, the
two clans are left with a tense situation. The members of the murderer’s clan must come
together, contribute some money to a common pool, and use that money to pay the blood
compensation payment to the victimized family. Failure to pay the blood payment leads to more
inter-clan violence and revenge killings. The cycle continues until the blood compensation is
finally paid according to the mutually-agreed upon terms. When the two clans do finally
reconcile, the representative elders of the respective clans come together. They lay their hands on
a lamb of the highest value (a female that has not given birth yet). Then they slaughter the lamb,
and declare: “I bind myself to the lamb.” At this point, the dispute is considered resolved and
peace between the two clans is restored. When my language helper told me about this custom, I
knew it would a good bridge for sharing the gospel. The Muslims I worked with had a proverb
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about this blood compensation custom as well. I also used this proverb as a bridge for sharing the
gospel.

For example, one of the proverbs I had learned said, “An indebted person is a sick
person.” I used this proverb as a bridge to talk about the problem of sin in the human heart. I
quoted this proverb, which everyone knew. I then told them, “from the beginning, the time of
Adam, until today, the hearts of human beings have been greatly troubled and seriously sickened
by a very heavy debt. This burden that exists in all of our hearts gained its place in us through
our sins and our troubled consciences. The world around us and our own hearts show that we
have all sinned and rebelled against God. We’ve all become shamed.”

Another local proverb said, “One is starving for good news.” After quoting this well-
known proverb, I would then say, “But praise God, there exists a great hope! Although we have
made God angry, he still loves us, and he knew that we were starving for news about how one
finds forgiveness of sins and a new life, and the way our dry souls are cleansed and restored.”

Another local proverb said, “A man who gives you poison, give him butter.” I used this
proverb as a bridge to talk about God’s patience with sinners. I said, “although all of us gave
God poison, He gave us butter when He sent Jesus to us. we were all God’s enemies, but He
offers us forgiveness of sins in Jesus.”

When I wanted to talk about the cross of Jesus, I used the redemptive analogy I had
learned from my language helper. First, I would remind them of their custom. I said to them, “in
your culture, when a person from one clan kills someone from another clan, the murderer
infuriates the victimized clan because of his crime. Either he is going to pay a blood-payment, or
a fighting will erupt between the two clans.”

Then I quoted their proverb about the blood compensation payment custom. I told them,
“your people say the proverb, ‘Bring the blood payment, don’t bring an oath.’ This proverb
shows us that a blood payment is necessary for someone to acquire the forgiveness of sins.
Likewise, all of us have made God angry by our evil hearts. All of us intensely long to find
forgiveness of sins, a new and pure life, a clean conscience, and to be freed from Satan.
However, that being so, we are all deeply distressed, because we don’t know where to find such
things on our own. We are all like that person passing through a very long and dry desert, but
who can’t find the water he needs to keep on living.”

I then used these parables and stories to share the good news of Jesus. I said to them, “out
of his great love and mercy, God sent the one called Jesus the Messiah to the earth to tell us the
incredible news about the kingdom of God. Because Jesus came from God, his blood was not
like our unclean blood, but was holy and pure. When Jesus came to us, he was full of mercy. He
did many miracles, and he healed all who came to him. He raised the dead. He cast demons out
of those who had demons. All this to say: he walked with God in a sinless and perfect life. The
love that presided in and flowed from him … it was greater than any other kind of love that can
be found in the world! Truly, holy love poured from his eyes. Therefore, although Jesus lived a
sinless life, for our sake God allowed him, as a blood compensation payment, to be nailed and
killed on a wooden cross. When he died, he was buried. But, praise God, because Jesus was
innocent and had pure blood, two days after his death, on the third day, God gave him life and
raised him from the dead. This is because, as the Bible teaches, death can only maintain its grip
on those who have unclean/sinful blood. Therefore, in this manner God demonstrated to the
world that Jesus’ blood was pure and sinless, one hundred percent. Our good God has accepted
in our place the blood compensation that Jesus paid for us on the cross—that is to say, God’s
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anger, which we had aroused, was appeased by Jesus’ blood payment. The blood payment of
Jesus is like the lamb, because Jesus is the Lamb of God.”

In my gospel presentation, I did not just use words. I also used hand motions. When I
talked about how Jesus healed the sick, I would make motions as if I were laying hands on
people. When we got to the cross, I would stretch out my arms to both sides, making a cross
shape. When we got to the resurrection, I would make the shape of a tomb with one hand, and
then I used the other hand while make a blowing, wind-like sound. This indicated the power of
the Holy Spirit raising Jesus from the dead. My goal was to re-present Christ visibly through my
own person, both verbally and non-verbally.

This is the gospel presentation that I shared in the hospital and later with Muhammad
when I met him. In this gospel presentation, I used proverbs and a redemptive analogy as bridges
for communicating the gospel. With proverbs, a redemptive analogy, and hand motions, I was
able to communicate the gospel in a way that my hearers could understand.

B. Discussion Questions
1. How did the missionary communicate the gospel to Muslims in this story? What did he

use as bridges for the gospel?
2. How did the missionary learn about the proverbs and the redemptive analogy that he used

in his presentation of the gospel?
3. Once the missionary had learned about the proverbs and redemptive analogy, what did he

do with them?
4. What did the missionary do with proverbs that did not agree with biblical truth?

C. Lesson
When we share the gospel, like Paul we too want to communicate the message in ways

that the people listening to us can understand. Many cultures use proverbs to help them
understand their everyday lives. Typically, proverbs cut straight to the heart of a culture’s
worldview. They are usually accepted as unquestionable truth. If local proverbs do not conflict
with biblical truth, they can serve as very valuable bridges for communicating the gospel.

When we go into a new culture, we should ask the Holy Spirit to help us discover
proverbs and redemptive analogies. We can learn these from language helpers and other people
in the culture. Books, interviews, and conversations are all potential sources for acquiring
proverbs and valuable information. As you are compiling your list of proverbs, consciously try to
identify those that touch on the problem of the human condition, redemptive themes, and other
biblical truths.

Bible Memorization

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verses until they are memorized.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23
19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became
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like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.
21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from
God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means
I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.

Memorization of Key Principle

A. Instructions
Repeat the following principle until memorized.

1. We need to communicate the gospel in ways that people can understand in their own
culture. Proverbs and redemptive analogies can help us do this.

Prayer Response

Break into groups and ask the Holy Spirit how He wants you to respond in prayer.


