LAOS

In Laos there are 147 distinct people groups.  Following are two of the groups.

Hmong Daw, White Meo

Introduction / History

More than 150,000 Hmong Daw ('White Hmong') live scattered across more than 12
provinces of northern Laos. The Hmong Daware usually found living at the top of the
highest mountainsin a particular area. The Hmong Dawhave also been dispersed
throughout many nations of the world. More than 230,000 live in Vietnam, 220,000 in
China, 70,000 in the United States, 60,000 in Thailand, while significant Hmong Daw
refugee communities are also found in France, Canada, Australia and French Guiana.

The Hmong Daw and the Hmong Njua are the only two Hmong groupsin Laos. The
two often live alongside each other. The Hmong Dawseem to be the dominant culture
of the two. Despite their similarities, the Hmong Daw and Hmong Njua speak
different dialects and practice different customs. There continues to be a measure of
inter-group rivalry and tension between them.

In recent years there has been atremendous turning to Christ anong the Hmong Daw
in Vietnam and southern China. Mostly because of Gospel radio broadcasts in the
Hmong Daw language, some 100,000 have become Christian. Strangely, however, the
revival has not impacted the Hmong Daw in Laos, even though they are ableto listen
to the same broadcasts. Today there are no more than 1,500 Hmong Daw believersin
Laos, out of atotal of only 2,500 Hmong Christians.



The recent radio revival is not the first impact this form of media has had among the
Hmong Daw. In the mid-1950's whole Hmong Daw villages in Laos accepted Christ
after hearing the Gospel on the radio.

Prior to the advent of Communism in 1975, around 10% of Hmong in Laos were
Christians. Almost al of these believers, fearing for their lives, fled Laos as the
Communists took control of the country. Today they are scattered throughout
Thailand and Western nations, leaving behind only a small Hmong Daw churchin
Laos.

Prayer Points

* Pray the revival among the Hmong Daw in Vietham and Chinawould also impact
the Hmong Daw in Laos.

* Ask God to raise up laborers to plant churches among the Hmong Daw.

* Pray that many of the Christians who fled Laos in 1975 would visit their relatives
and share Christ with them.
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Country: Laos

Continent: Asia

Region: Southeast Asia

Persecution Rank: 9 (Only top 50 ranked, 1 = highest persecution ranking)

Population in this Country: 233,000



Affinity Bloc: Southeast Asian Peoples

People Cluster: Miao / Hmong

People Name General: Hmong Daw, White Hmong
Primary Language: Miao, White (233,000 Speakers)
Primary Religion: Ethnic Religions

Religion Sub-division: Animism

% Christian Adherents: Data not available

% Evangelical: 0.79 %

Lao

The Lao (or Laotian Tai) livein the lowland regions of Laos. They are located in the
Mekong River valley and the surrounding cities, moving southward from
LuangPrabang to the Cambodian border. Their language, also called Lao, isa
Lao-Phutai dialect of the Tai language family.

Centuries ago, the Lao lived in China. However, relentless pressure by the Chinese
gradually forced them southward, and many settled along the Mekong River in the
eighth or ninth century. When the Lao Kingdom was replaced by a Communist

administration during World War 11, many Lao fled to Burma, Thailand, and Laos.



For years, Laos was the battle field for the conflicts of other nations, as well asthe

object of political competition between Russia, China, and Vietnam. After years of

invasions, a series of bloody land wars, and possession by the French, Laos entered
into good relations with its neighbors.

What aretheir lives like?

Most of the Loa are wet-rice farmers. They also raise cotton, mulberry bushes (for silk
worms), coco palms, and various fruits. Cultivation is done with wooden equipment
drawn by buffalo. Some of the farmers are also blacksmiths, carpenters, or miners.
Iron and tin are exploited, as well as some gold along the Mekong River. Certain
villages specialize in crafts such as pottery, or in the production of goods such as
tobacco or charcoal. A number of the Lao are also fishermen.

The Lao avoid living in the mountains, choosing instead to dwell in the plains. They
livein villages dongside rivers or near roads that give them access to Chinese
merchants. Their villages range in size from ten to severa hundred families. Lao
houses are typically made of wood or bamboo, and are built high on stilts. Family
livestock, which includes poultry, pigs, and goats, is allowed to run freely underneath
the houses. Nearly every family raises cattle and buffaloes, in order to trade the
leather and hides.

The Buddhist Wat, or temple, is the center of village life. Village leadership is usually
divided; the chief has authority in secular matters, while the Buddhist monk has
authority in religious issues. Lao society no longer hasrigid socia classes.
Consequently, thereis no longer a hereditary elite class. Their social structure is based
on family units, with no widespread lineages or clans. Sexual promiscuity before
marriage is relatively common.

The elite Lao live in concentrated areas, which include the civil capital of Vientiane,
the royal capital of LuangPraband, and afew towns along the Mekong. The Lao €lite
tend to lead westernized lifestyles, and manufactured clothing is gradually replacing
all but the traditional woman's skirt, called aphasin.

The Lao have avariety of folk arts, which include weaving, basket making, wood and
ivory carving, and working with silver and gold. They have avariety of musical
instruments, of which a bamboo wind instrument called the khene is the most widely
known.

What are their beliefs?

More than half of the Lao are Buddhists. Traditionally, young men enter village
monasteries for about three months to study Buddhism. The Lao Buddhists believe
that right thinking, ritual sacrifices, and self-denial will enable the soul to reach
nirvana (a state of eternal bliss) at death. They livein fear of their gods and constantly
strive to appease them with religious chants, rituals, and sacrifices. They also believe



that existence is a continuing cycle of death and rebirth, a process known as
reincarnation.

Onethird of the Lao are ethnic religionists, combining folk animism (belief that
non-living objects have spirits) with Buddhism. They seek help through various
supernatural beings and objects. Of major importance to them are the "territoria
deities."

What are their needs?

The Lao have been greatly affected by the fighting and bloodshed of the past. They
are in desperate need of inner healing and true spiritua hope. Only the blood of Jesus
Christ has the power to break through the barriers that are keeping them bound.

Prayer Points

* Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to go to Laos and share Christ with the
Lao.

* Pray that the Lord will give the missions agencies new strategies for effectively
evangelizing the Lao.

* Ask God to use the Lao believers to share the love of Jesus with their own people.

* Pray that the Lord will begin to reveal Himself to the Lao through dreams and
visions.

* Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Lao towards Christians so that they
will be receptive to the Gospel.

* Pray that God will open the hearts of Laotian governmental |eaders to the Gospel.

* Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Lao.
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1! The Lao(Laotian Tai) of Laos
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Persecution Rank: 9 (Only top 50 ranked, 1 = highest persecution ranking)

Population in this Country: 2,805,000
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Location within Country: Mekong River Valley.

Primary Language: Lao

People Cluster: Lao

Primary Religion: Buddhism
Religion Sub-division: Theravada

% Christian Adherents: Data not avail

% Evangelical: 0.30 %
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