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LESSON 5

THE CONCEPT OF MAN IN ANIMISM

LESSON 5

Topic: Concept of Man in Animism



Objective: Students will be exposed to the animistic worldview of pre-existence and
the nature of human souls. Students will understand the animistic idea of Man as a
social and spiritual being.
Durartion: 1hour
Story 10 minutes
Lessons 15 minutes
Questions for Reflection
& Group Discussion 30 minutes
Memory Verse 5 minutes

STORY: The Accusation Against Sade
Xing, very deep in thought, sat still at his table rubbing his left knuckles; a habit he
acquired while learning to use the abacus as a child. "Can a human soul exist
somewhere consciously before being born into this world? Is it possible that some
people are not real humans?" These and many other questions were agitating Xing's
mind as he prepared for the evening Bible study. The Bible study was usually
interesting as many true seekers do attended.

Xing, a Chinese missionary, moved into Kuta village a few months ago. He was
warmly received by the Chief and elders of the village who saw him as their only
"saviour." "Help has suddenly come from where we did not expect it,’’ they had said.
The people of Kuta village had been making endless requests to the Local
Government Council. They had been asking for potable drinking water, a clinic, the
upgrading of one strategic road that linked them to two other villages and then to the
big city. They had also been asking for a primary school.

When Xing arrived and started an adult and literacy class, the whole village was
excited. He had come in when the whole village had given up hope of any help. His
adult literacy class was like a distinct spark in a long dark tunnel.

However, Xing's greater fulfilment and excitement came from the attendance of the
Bible study. There was a church building in the village, not larger than perhaps four
square huts strung together. Every Sunday and certain days of the week, some people,
especially women and children, would gather and beat drums, sing and dance. A few
of the words he could understand from the songs did actually suggest a worship song.
Some of the villagers claimed to have decided to become Christians when some
people came from the big city about 4 years ago.



Every study time proved to Xing that the people were glad he was around and
teaching them the Bible.

Preparing for this evening's Bible study had been challenging though. Could he really
answer those questions about man and pre-life? He kept wondering.
He remembered that back home there were all sorts of ideas about life before and
after death, but he had not really paid much attention to them. From Sunday school as
a second generation Christian in his family, Xing had known only what the Bible
teaches as truth about man, and his existence before birth and after death.
Sade, a widow was one of the first to start attending the Bible studies and was very
determined to live up to what she had been learning. Xing had been so impressed with
her growth and had started working on using her as a facilitator for a series of
teachings targeting the women. But that had not been working out smoothly. Sade’s
husband had died in a motor accident and she had been accused by her in-laws of
having caused his death. Sade and her only son were accused of being "emere" and
Sade, in addition to that was also accused of being a witch.

Emere are believed to be people who before being born into this world, made pact
with wicked spirits to have extra privileges while alive but who die young. Some
torment their mothers by being born, dying after a short while and then repeating the
cycle over and over again. Witches, on the other hand are believed to have spirits that
enable them to fly or move about in the night as a bird or any other animal and their
objective is to interfere wickedly in the affairs of people.

Since Sade's husband died an un-natural death and therefore "before his time," as they
would say, it was believed his spirit would be roaming restlessly. One of the villagers



even claimed to have seen him at the night market of a neighbouring village. "But
before I could recover from my shock and fear to take another look at him, he
disappeared," he had told the village. Apart from being regarded as a witch, the
thought of the dead man's spirit roaming restlessly annoyed Sade's in-laws all the
more.

Of course Sade, who had been mourning her husband, had screamed her heart out that
she was not a witch, nor did she cause the death of her late husband. And as usual, her
plea didn't mean much. The decision of her in-laws was to take her and her son to a
Diviner who would tell whether they were "emere" or not. After which they would
then decide on what to do. For the mean time, Sade and her son had to be ostracized
from the family compound.

It had been enough for Sade to assure herself that she was not a witch nor did she kill
her husband; though the issue of her late husband's spirit had kept her uneasy. On one
of Xing's visit to Sade, he noticed a big cross sign painted over the door post. "The
cross of Jesus must be making such a good impression on you. Praise God", he had
affirmed Sade. "Yes…oh no. The cross is on the door to ward off my late husband's
spirit," Sade had corrected.

From then, Xing knew that, though God was doing a lot in the land and reawakening
the hearts of the people, there was a big challenge already brewing with regards to his
decision to use Sade to pilot his special classes among the women. Secondly, he
would definitely need God's wisdom to persuade the people, at least those that
identify with the Bible classes, to accept the Bible's teaching about existence before
birth and life after death.

Lesson 1
There are many myths and stories in many animistic tribes telling about the creation
of man. Some myths claim that human beings were created in the sky, and then
lowered to the earth. Some claim that the Supreme Being, as a 'Potter' made man from
clay. Most animists believe that human spirits exist consciously somewhere before
they come down into the womb of a woman to be born into the world. These souls are
believed to have been created at an unspecified time. They may have already been to
the world many times as they are born, live, die, return to the spirit, and then get
reincarnated and born again into their same family. A missionary must be patient to
learn about all these myths and stories and search the Scripture for Biblical views.

Questions for Review, Reflection and Group Discussion.
1. Are you familiar with the above myths and beliefs about Man's creation in your
context? What are the points of diversion from the beliefs in your culture?
(Discussion)

2. How was man created from the Biblical point of view? Search the Scriptures: Gen
1: 26-28, Ps 33:15, Eccl 12:7, Is 42:5, Acts 17:25-28.

Lesson 2
Ghosts are common phenomenon in most cultures and basically fundamental to
animistic worldview. These are regarded as the restless spirits of people who did not
receive proper ritual burial or who died shameful deaths like by drowning, hanging,



falling from a tree, loathsome diseases or in pregnancy. They also include wicked
people who are rejected by the ancestors after death. They can harm people if not
appeased.

Questions for Review, Reflection and Group Discussion
1. What is a ghost in your traditional worldview?

2. What is a ghost in an animistic worldview?

3. Are there really some dead people walking the streets as other living people in this
world? Search the Scripture: Ps 49:11, 16-20, Heb 9:27.

4. Is Sade's late husband possibly living in another village? Is there the possibility that
he may come one day to look for her? Why or why not?
5. Can the sign of the cross have power over spirits? Why or why not?

6. As a missionary, how would you counsel Sade? (Discussion)
7. How should Sade react to the accusation of witchcraft?

8. What would you do if you were in Xing's position to help the emerging group of
believers?

Memory Verse: Isaiah 42: 5, Acts 17: 25-27
This is what the Lord God says- He who created the heavens and stretched them out ,
who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people
and life to those who walk on it(Isaiah 42:5).

And He is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself
gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation
of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for
them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would
seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each
one of us (Acts 17: 25-27).



CAN TOLU
CELEBRATE

OSUN OSOGBO?

LESSON 6

ANIMISTIC BELIEF IN SPIRITS AND INANIMATE THINGS
(NATURE SPIRITS)



LESSON 6

Topic: Animistic Belief in Spirits and Inanimate things (Nature Spirits).
Objective: This topic will help the student to appreciate that animists associate spirits
with nature and worship them as they ascribe power and deity to them.
Duration: 1 Hour
Memory Verse: 5 minutes 1Corinthians 10:19-21
Story: 10 minutes
Lessons 15 minutes
Questions for reflection
& Group Discussion: 30 minutes
Memory Verse: 5 minutes

STORY: Can Tolu Celebrate Osun Osogbo?
Yun was startled as he heard the drumming. This was strange to him. He was already
awake as early as 5 O’ clock in the morning. He had his quiet time and was going to
the bathroom located some meters away from the back of the house. The drumming
did not seem like it just started. He wondered why the people of Osogbo town could
be up so early. It was then he remembered that the day was Osun Osogbo day,. a day
dedicated to the worship of Osun River. Yun, a missionary had come to Osogbo town
six months ago and was just beginning to learn the language and culture of the
Yoruba people. He learnt from his first convert, Tolu, who incidentally was also his
language helper, that the Osun Osogbo is the most celebrated festival in the
community. The people of Osogbo believed that spirits are associated with inanimate
things like rivers, hills, earth, oceans, lakes, caves etc. Osun festival, which is as old
as Osogbo itself, started in the 18th Century to commemorate and renew the pact
between the Osun goddess and a king named Laroye, the founder of Osogbo. The
belief was that Osogbo would always be protected and blessed if the people continued
to worship her. The Osun Festival was associated with offering of sacrifices,
drumming, dancing and feasting.

The night before, Yun sat through a long lecture from Tolu. Tolu was very vibrant
and Yun was surprised to see his almost reserved language helper become so “alive.”
“You sound like you would miss the festival tomorrow”,

Yun wondered, noticing how much Tolu had shown his admiration for the festival.

“No, No No!” Tolu butted in. “I actually came to ask for your permission to attend the
festival.” Yun shifted in his seat uncertain how to respond.

“I know tomorow is our Bible study day,” he continued. “But since I am the only one,
I could come after dinner time.”



An awkward ten seconds passed with both young men looking at each other. Yun got
up from his seat and paced around as though looking for a strategy to win a chess
match. “So tomorrow is a sort of founder’s anniversary for this town.” Yun felt very
desperate to make sense out of the situation. “So it is their Independence day” he
thought to himself. “That makes sense,” he concluded.

Meanwhile, Tolu was searching his head for a way to explain that Osogbo’s case was
not just like an Independence day.

“You see”, he finally got himself to explain, “apart from serving as a birthday of
Osogbo, like other anniversaries, it is also the remembrance day of king Ataoja's
ancestors. And more importantly, the goddess, Osun, symbolized by the statue of a
fish which you do see at the city center, will be appreciated and worshiped.” Yun’s
countenance did not return Tolu’s excitment.

“You need to see the Arugba – the virgin girl – carry the calabash to the shrine. And
you will enjoy the feast the Kabiyesi – the King – will give in honour of visitors from
near and far.” Tolu was hoping that would interest Yun, who still gazed at him with
some disbelief.

The atmosphere was beginning to look awkward again and Yun was determined not
to let this event upset the budding relationship with his language helper, though he
wondered how real his professed faith in Christ was.

“So what is it about the fish?” he asked, looking for something to sustain the
discussion. Besides he really would like to know. Fish seemed to be special somehow
to Osogbo people. Tolu was aglow again.



“The fish has remained the symbol of Osogbo for centuries” he said. “The Iya Osun
invoked Osun to come to land in the form of her messenger, Iko – the fish
(mermaid).” In his excitment Tolu spoke as though Yun understood all the names and
terms he was using. “Iko would pour ‘sacred water’ from its mouth into the hands of
the King which transformed the water into healing water.”

“Interesting” Yun responded. He wanted to ask Tolu whether he believed all that, but
then he remembered how enthusiastically Tolu had tried to allude to the healing
powers of the river and it’s relationship to fertility during a Bible study.

Perhaps this is not the time for a discipleship class, Yun concluded to himself. Besides
a part of him would love to witness this festival that seemed to control every aspect of
the lives of Osogbo people.

“I guess you have to be at the festival then,” Yun mentioned to Tolu. “Sir, I cannot
miss Osun festival for any reason”, replied Tolu emphatically. “Tolu is definitely not
yet a believer”, Yun thought to himself again as he watched Tolu dash out of the door.
“You’ll come, I hope” he called from outside. Yun didn’t respond. He only wondered
how he would help Tolu and others that would join him understand what the Bible
teaches about such matters.

Lesson 1
Like most animistic communities, Osogbo people believe that spirits are associated
with rocks, caves, mountains, rivers, plants, lakes and oceans. And in the case of
Osogbo, the Osun River and the goddess that is thought to inhabit the river are
worshipped. Even the fish has a special place.

Questions for Reflection, Review and Group Discussion.
As a missionary, how should Yun relate to the people when issues of the river or fish
are brought up?

1. Why do you think animistic communities ascribe deity to nature? What can we
learn from Romans 1:19-20?

2. What challenges and/or advantages do the above beliefs present for someone like
Yun seeking to present the gospel?

Lesson 2
Though confused, and as important as Bible study was, it was good Yun decided to
allow Tolu to attend the festival. It was equally good he decided to witness the festival
himself. Having first hand information will help him understand the people better and
also help him know how to present the truth to them.



1. Question for Reflection, Review and Group Discussion
If you were in Yun’s shoes, what sort of topics would you bring up in your Bible
studies with Tolu and why?

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10: 19-21
Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to idol is anything, or that an idol is anything?
No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want
you to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup
of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of
demons(I Corinthians 10: 19-21).


