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Poised for Harvest, Braced for Backlash
Lesson 2

Exercise 1

A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following story and then discuss the questions that follow.

“I feel fire! I feel fire!” Muhammad told me excitedly as the power of the Holy Spirit flowed and
pulsated throughout his body. The hair on his arms literally stood on end.

About forty-five minutes earlier, Muhammad, a Muslim, had shown up on my front
porch. He was searching for work and wanted to know if I had anything available. Before long,
we found ourselves in a spiritual discussion. It quickly became apparent that Muhammad was an
extremely thoughtful and intelligent man. He spoke six languages and had a bachelor’s degree in
biology. It was also clear that at several junctures of his life he had encountered portions of
Christian truth. He had read some parts of the Bible, and at various times had also dialogued with
other followers of Jesus. I was particularly impressed when he told me how he had been able to
discern the falsity of the Jehovah’s Witness Bible. However, despite Muhammad’s keen mind
and evident hunger for truth, it was also obvious that he had never given his allegiance to Jesus.
He still had many unanswered questions. He was still a professing Muslim.

As the conversation developed, I told him the story of when Peter and John went to the
temple in Acts 3, and what they had said to the crippled beggar before he was healed: “Silver or
gold I do not have, but what I have I give you” (Ac. 3:6).

“Muhammad,” I said, “I don’t have money or a job for you, but what I do have—the
good news of the kingdom of God—I am willing to share with you freely. Would you like me to
explain the good news to you?”

“Yes,” he said without hesitation. We stepped into a side room.
“Muhammad,” I said, “today I am here to tell you about the best news in the world!”
Over the next thirty minutes, I presented an overview of the gospel to Muhammad,

beginning with the fall of man and ending with the return of Jesus. I then went on to sing a song,
written by believers from his people group who had been martyred several years earlier. The
song was about the cost of following Jesus. Muhammad needed to know up front that this was
not a decision to be taken lightly. In his culture the question was not if persecution would come,
but when and how it would come. Hunger radiated from Muhammad’s face as he listened. Never
before had I seen a person so hungry to hear the truth of the gospel.

After finishing the presentation, I told Muhammad that God did not want him to believe
the truth of the message simply because he had heard some pretty words. Taking my lead from
Paul’s example and teaching in 1 Corinthians 2:1–5 and1 Thessalonians1:4–5, I told him that
God also wanted to demonstrate in power the truth of the good news he had heard. I asked him if
I could lay hands on him and pray. He eagerly consented. That was all the Holy Spirit needed.
The Lord was waiting for the invitation to show up, and show up he did. The Holy Spirit began
to manifest his presence throughout Muhammad’s body. Filled with excitement, he said that he
felt fire all over him, and that an overwhelming joy and peace was flooding over his soul. I asked
him if he was ready to follow Jesus. He said yes, and I told him that we would need a few hours
together as soon as possible. He agreed to return later that evening.
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When Muhammad returned that night, we went to a back room, where we began the
discipleship process. Muhammad made a confession of faith and invited the Holy Spirit to fill his
heart. The very first thing I did after his confession was teach him how to hear the Holy Spirit’s
voice. I gave him a chance to practice as I laid hands on him and began to pray for him. At one
point as I was praying, I opened my eyes and saw him raising his hand into the air. His eyes were
closed. The power of God was again flowing throughout his body. Afterward, I asked him what
was happening. He told me that as we were praying, he saw a vision of a hand reaching out to
him. This hand grabbed Muhammad’s hand and lifted it up into the air. He told me that it was
not he who had raised his own hand, but that an unseen power had lifted it. At the same time, to
his surprise, a voice that he said “was not my voice” spoke to him. Muhammad felt a little
shaken. The voice told him, “The kingdom is open for you. Welcome, you are one of us. I
sacrificed my life because of the sins you committed. I now accept you as you accept me.”
Muhammad got up out of his chair and literally began to jump for joy. I hugged him and jumped
with him. He had heard the good news of the kingdom of God proclaimed, and he had
experienced the reality and power of that coming kingdom demonstrated. Now he had a new life.
That is good news.

However, though Muhammad had a new life, he still did not have a job. For reasons that
will become clear later, I told him, “Congratulations, you have now entered the kingdom. I am
never going to give you a job.” Though Muhammad thought this to be an odd remark at such a
momentous time, he agreed. After reading Matthew 6:25–34 to him, I told Muhammad that the
Holy Spirit, not me, was now his leader, and that the Holy Spirit would take care of his needs. I
laid hands on him again and asked the Holy Spirit to speak to him that night through a dream.

The next day, Muhammad came to me with an incredible testimony. The Lord had
answered our prayer and had indeed visited him in a dream. In the dream, Muhammad was
instructed to take the bus to the river the following day. When he got to the bus station,
Muhammad would meet someone who would pay his bus fare. When he reached the river, he
would see a soldier, who would greet him. Muhammad was to respond to the soldier with a
certain message. Then, he would be permitted to cross the river, where he would find a job in a
small village. Muhammad woke up the next morning and obeyed the Holy Spirit’s instructions.
Events unfolded exactly as the Lord had revealed. Muhammad made more money that week than
he had made in months. Merely a few hours into his new life in Christ, Muhammad was
operating in the prophetic anointing.

The man who paid Muhammad’s bus fare turned out to be his own father, who was
making a visit to the area. Muhammad and his father got on the bus together and rode to the
river. On their way, a teenage boy and girl sitting behind Muhammad got into an argument.
Muhammad said that he felt God’s power come upon him. With everyone (all Muslims) on the
bus listening, he turned around and began to teach the teens about the importance of loving and
forgiving each other. Those on the bus sat stunned as they listened to him expound upon the
discipleship pattern he had learned from me just the night before. One day into his new life with
Messiah, Muhammad was functioning as an anointed teacher. His father was so impressed that
he interrupted him in mid-sentence to point out to everyone on the bus that Muhammad was his
son.

Muhammad told me that when he reached the village, he got into a conversation with
some Muslim men. Again, the wisdom and power of God fell upon him. In his own words, “a
wisdom” had come upon him. He told me that toward the beginning of his discussion with these
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men, they were “in disagreement,” but that by the end they were “in agreement.” One day into
his new life in Messiah, Muhammad was operating as an anointed evangelist.

By the time my wife and I left Muhammad’s area ten weeks later, Muhammad was no
longer alone. According to his testimony, over one hundred new disciples, all former Muslims,
were now meeting in a growing number of house churches in several different villages and
towns. In the context of community, they were devouring the Scriptures and holding one another
accountable under the Holy Spirit’s leadership, with no foreign involvement. In this amount of
time, these disciples had translated the New Testament into another language; they had helped
one another through persecution on a number of occasions; they had sent off an apostolic team
into a neighboring people group; they had appointed their own leaders in the house churches;
they had weeded out Judases; they were meeting in house church two times a week, the leaders
also having an additional weekly meeting; through the grace and leadership of the Spirit, they
were prospering financially (relative to local standards); they were giving sacrificially for the
sake of the gospel; they were leading each other through deep healing and deliverance sessions;
and the Holy Spirit was pouring out dreams, visions, and other spiritual gifts in abundance. To
my knowledge, only three of them knew that foreigners had ever been initially involved. More
importantly, all of them did know that the Holy Spirit, and not a mere man, was the One leading
the charge.

B. Discussion Questions
1. What did the foreign missionary do in this story?
2. What did Muhammad do in this story?
3. How did the Holy Spirit help Muhammad in this story?
4. Did the Holy Spirit lead Muhammad well?
5. Even though Muhammad was a new disciple, how was God able to use him powerfully?
6. Can we trust new disciples to the leadership of the Holy Spirit?

C. Lesson
The Holy Spirit is a very good leader. If we teach new disciples to trust and listen to the

Holy Spirit as soon they accept Jesus, we can trust the Holy Spirit to lead them well. The Holy
Spirit knows how to lead Jesus’ sheep well. In John 14:26, Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would
teach us all things and remind us of his words. In John 16:8, he said the Holy Spirit would
convict the world of “sin, righteousness, and judgment.” In John 16:13-15, he said the Holy
Spirit would tell us “what is yet to come, that He would guide us into “all truth,” and that He
would glorify Jesus by making known to us the things that are on his heart. In Luke 24:29, Jesus
says that through the Holy Spirit’s presence we would be “clothed with power from on high.” In
Acts 2:17, Peter quotes the prophet Joel, who prophesied that when the Spirit was poured out
God’s people would have dreams and visions and would prophesy. Do we trust that these
promises about the Spirit’s work are true in the life of even the newest disciple? When Jesus
speaks, he means what he says. As Paul puts it in Romans 3:4: “Let God be true, and every man
a liar.” How much do we truly trust the Holy Spirit to do what Jesus said the Holy Spirit would
do? If we want to build good foundation of New Testament quality, that foundation must begin
with faith that the Holy Spirit is a very good leader. We must help new disciples trust in the Holy
Spirit more than they trust in us.
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When the Spirit’s leadership is clearly established in the lives of new disciples and
churches, and when we truly entrust them into His care and guidance, there is no truly limit to
where the gospel can go. If the gospel is going to reach entire cities and regions, we must
empower unpaid local disciples to multiply themselves under the leadership of the Holy Spirit
from the very beginning of their conversion experience. In this way, the gospel can spread
rapidly throughout entire regions. The gospel cannot go very far when leadership and gospel
proclamation stay only in the hands of foreign missionaries from the outside or paid local
believers. Cities, regions, and nations can never be reached on a large scale solely through the
efforts of paid missionaries and/or paid nationals.

Exercise 2

A. Instructions
Repeat the following verse together until memorized and then discuss the questions that follow.

John 14:15

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”

B. Discussion Questions:
1. What heart motive does Jesus want to inspire our obedience to Him?
2. Does Jesus want us to choose to obey him because of love on the inside, or because

others force us to obey him from the outside?
3. Does Jesus want us to obey and share the gospel because of money or because of love for

him?
4. Can we trust the Holy Spirit to help us obey Jesus because of love?
5. Did Muhammad share the gospel because he was getting paid money or was going to get

a job? Or did he share the gospel because he had love for Jesus, who had just saved him
from darkness?

6. How did the missionary help Muhammad to share the gospel not because of money, but
because of love for Jesus?

C. Lesson
Jesus is looking for disciples who obey Him no matter the cost not because of money or

outside pressures, but because of their love for him. We must trust the Holy Spirit to give new
disciples passion for Jesus. Passion and love for Jesus, when it is real, fuels the rapid expansion
of the church. When people truly experience the riches of life in Jesus, they cannot help but share
the gospel with boldness, joy, and energy as the Holy Spirit prompts and leads them. When
people share the gospel with others, they gain better understanding of the gospel themselves.
This, in turn, fuels the rapid expansion of the church even more. Jesus desires a quality of
witness born out of an overflow of encounter with the Holy Spirit and fiery love for Jesus.

Jesus desires something that goes beyond simple church growth and multiplication. He
wants to see movements that grow and expand spontaneously because they are motivated by
wholehearted love and passion for Jesus. He desires to see the spontaneous expansion of the
church. Tpontaneous expansion of the church means the people of God radiating a fire of great
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heat and intensity. The fire is so hot that many people still out in the cold conclude it foolish not
to come to the fire to get warm. The spontaneous expansion of the church springs from the
overflow of encounter with the Holy Spirit. Through his presence and power of the Holy Spirit
intensifies passion and love for Jesus. Those passionate for Jesus cannot help but share the
gospel. It bubbles forth from them.

Exercise 3

A. Instructions
Listen carefully to the following Bible story about the apostle Paul’s time in the city of Ephesus.
Then discuss the questions that follow.

Acts 19:1-10

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.
There he found some disciples and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?”

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the

one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of
the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively
about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and
publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had
discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the
Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.

B. Discussion Questions
1. This passage tells us that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in Asia Minor (modern day

Turkey) heard the word of the Lord. This was a very large region. How do you think the
gospel was able to touch so many people in this region?

2. Do you think that the apostle Paul personally shared the gospel with everyone who heard
the gospel in Asia? Or do you think that the gospel spread as Paul’s disciples in Ephesus
went out and made other disciples and planted churches in other parts of the region, who
in turn made other disciples and planted other churches in the region?

3. Do you think Paul and Jesus’ other disciples in this region spread the gospel because of
money and outside pressure, or because of love for Jesus?

C. Lesson
A famous missionary to China once wrote a book about Paul’s missionary work in the

Roman Empire. In the book he talked about how Paul’s approach to mission work allowed the
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gospel to go very far in only ten years. In ten years, God used Paul to establish churches in four
big regions of the Roman Empire. These regions were Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia, and Asia.
Paul made disciples and planted churches in the key cities of these regions. These disciples then
went out to make disciples and plant churches in other parts of the region while Paul went to
plant churches in other cities and regions. When Paul left churches behind, he knew that the Holy
Spirit would do a good job of leading those churches when he was gone.

When the Spirit’s leadership is firmly established in the lives of new disciples and
churches, and when we truly entrust them into His care and guidance, there is no truly limit to
where the gospel can go. This is what the apostle Paul did, and it is why, after only ten years, he
could look upon his work in Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia, and Asia as having been completed.
Movements of people turning to Jesus were exploding spontaneously and expanding rapidly in
these regions. These movements did not depend on Paul’s direct oversight for survival. They
depended on the brilliance of the Holy Spirit’s leadership. And they were fueled by love and
passion for Jesus. These kinds of movements were launched from strategic cities in the Roman
Empire. When a new movement was birthed in an area, Paul’s moved on to new frontiers. As
Paul says in Romans 15:20, he was called to preach the gospel “where Christ was not known, so
that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.” In his absence, the disciples and
churches he left behind themselves reproduced and watered the initial seeds he had originally
planted in them. When Paul left an area, these disciples made other disciples as they went about
their everyday lives.

Bible Memorization

A. Instructions
Recite the following Bible verse until memorized.

2 Thessalonians 3:1
“Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored,
just as it was with you.”

Memorization of Key Principles

A. Instructions
Repeat the following principles until memorized.

1. The Holy Spirit’s leadership is good. We can trust new disciples into His hands.
2. We must ask the Holy Spirit to birth movements that grow rapidly because of fiery love

for Jesus, not because of money, control, or external pressures.
3. We should encourage new disciples to share their fire and make other disciples from the

beginning of their conversion experience.

Prayer Response
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Break into small groups and ask the Holy Spirit how He wants you to respond in prayer.


